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ionel Kakegamic was born in Kenora 


be Ontario in 1965. As an infant, Lionel 
was adopted by Kenny and Martha 
Kakegamic and was raised in Sandy Lake 





toms of the Ojibway people and by his 
_ grandparents, who instilled in him strong 
traditional and spiritual values. 

Lionel comes from a long lineage of 
renowned Woodland style painters includ- 
_ ing; Joshim, Goyce, Roy. Robert 
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Kakegamic and the founder of the 
Woodland style Norval Morrisseau a rela- 
tion through marriage. At a young age, 
Lionel was encouraged to paint by another 
uncle, Morley Kakeptum. 

With his strong influence, Lionel's artwork 
continues to showcase traditional Woodland 
images with a contemporary unique approach of 
his own. Lionel's works can be found in many 
Corporate and Private Collections throughout 
North America, Europe, Australia and New 
Zealand. 
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In Edmonton Lionel is represented by the 
Sun and Moon Visionaries Aboriginal Artisans 
Society at:: Suite 2, 12227 - 107 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5M 1Y9 
Contact:Janice Croome 780-433-3097 
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NEED MONEY? 


Sign up to be a vendor, 
Sell Edmonton Street 


News. 


For papers call Linda Dumont at 
428-0805. 

Papers can be picked up at 9312-109 
Avenue. Call first. 

Sign up and distribution also available 
in the Boyle Street Coop Coffee Room, 
105th Ave west of 101St.. 
9am to 11:30am Mon to Fri. 
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Editorial: 






Police pick up a man for drinking in public. His beer was spilled out and he was taken away 


in a police car. His crime, homelessness. 


hrough the laws of the land, we have 
made it a criminal offense to be home- 

less and engage in many of the common 
human activities practiced by the rest of the 
population. Every day tickets are issued for 
being drunk in public, drinking in public, 
eliminating in public, panhandling, and rid- 
ing the LRT without a ticket. Homeless people 
are also not permitted to sleep in public 
places, even out-doors, and God forbid if they 
should choose to engage in more intimate 
acts! 

The many tickets issued are a joke. Some 
homeless alcoholics rack up handfuls of tick- 
ets a month. But, how can a person without 
any income except from panhandling or bot- 
tle picking pay a fine? Each unpaid ticket ties 
up the court room and then the Remand 
Center when the individual is later picked up 
and incarcerated for a day or two for non- 
payment of fines. And the Remand Centre is 
already filled over capacity. 

A man sat on the sidewalk along Whyte 
Avenue panhandling. He was given a $40 
ticket. 

A man was caught urinating behind a 
building. He was issued a ticket for “litter- 
ing”. 
A man was sitting in the park. He was 
under the influence of alcohol. The police offi- 
cers poured out his remaining beer, gave him 
a ticket for drinking in public, and took him 
downtown in the police car. 

Two young men were sleeping in the gaze- 
bo in the park. A police officer asked them to 
“move along”. : 

The list of offenses is just one offense — 
homelessness. These are crimes of poverty 
and need. 

It is not an offense to buy liquor at a 
liquor store. It is not an offense to consume 


liquor in the confines of your home, or on pri- 


vate property. But for the homeless, drinking 
off sales becomes a crime because they have 
no private place for private acts. 

And they have no public washrooms. 
Most businesses have bathrooms available 
only for their customers. Just one look ata 
homeless person, and the person is told to 
leave. The drop-ins closed at night and even 
the washrooms in parks close after 11 p.m. 
when the curfew forbids anyone to even be in 
the parks. 

Homeless people are being criminalized, 
and spend time in prison, due to crimes that 


Crimes of poverty 


stem from being human and in need. They 
are penalized in other ways as well. Without 
an address it is impossible to get welfare, and 
very difficult to get and maintain employ- 
ment. Without money it is difficult to travel 
across the city or to have prescriptions filled. 
Taking the LRT without paying is a crime of 
need often punishable by a day or two in the 
Remand Centre. 

We need laws that use common sense. We 
need to acknowledge that homeless people § 
are members of our society and provide for 
their needs accordingly. We need public 
washrooms, Johnny- on- the- spots, on 
strategic corners. We need shelter that is 
accessible and affordable. And in the mean- 
time, we need over-night drop-ins and maybe 
even “clubs” where poor homeless individuals 
can drink and socialize. 

Instead of complaining about the “nui- 
sance” of homeless people gathering for 
breakfasts, panhandling, defecating in alleys 
or on streets, and just being alive and visible, 
we need to see them as members of our soci- 
ety with intrinsic human value. 

In the eyes of God that poor homeless 
person may be of greater value than me or 
even Ralph Klein! 


Photo Linda Dumont 
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Love Letter 


The author of this letter to Alberta Minister of 
Learning Lyle Oberg likes to share his views 
with the honourable ladies and gentlemen of 
the Alberta Cabinet. This is one of his corre- 
spondences. Watch for further samples in future issues 


af ESN 


IB ear Lyle, 


Well, another September and learning’s 
in the air. Back to school must have been 
invented by stores — new everything is the 
only way to prepare the kids, if you look at 
the ads. Anyway, the little ones are off to 
school, eagerly looking to see if there’s a 
desk for them in packed classrooms, young 
people are shelling out enough money for a 
down payment on a condo to buy their text- 
books at university. 

I wonder if any of them appreciate how 
fortunate they are to be in a province where 
the government doesn’t let those blame 
teachers throw their weight around. In 
some places teachers have the idea they 
should have a say in education policy, that 
they know something about how many stu- 
dents a person can effectively teach for 
example. A clever way to set themselves up 
for an even softer job than they already 
have, working 9 to 3 with three months of 
paid vacation every year, and not having a 
whole lot to do while they’re in the class- 
room either, not real work-up-a-sweat 
work. 

Lyle, it must not be easy to be in charge 
of education in a province oozing excess 
dollars and to manage to keep the schools 
underfunded and the tuition fees high. But 
I’m sure you know what you're doing. 
You’re a well-educated man yourself— you 
succeeded in a real university program, not 
just that easy stuff at the Faculty of 
Education. What the heck does the Alberta 
Teachers Association know, always criticiz- 
ing you? Most of them are just Liberals and 
New Democrats using the ATA to push their 
political agendas, but you’re too smart to be 
taken in. 

I like the way you bring things down to 
the basics. Those teachers get the public all 
confused with details about class sizes for 
this age or that, for different subjects, 
about actual maximums instead of aver- 
ages, and on and on. For me, class size is 
about bums in desks and if the fire marshal 
says a school has room for a certain num- 
ber of people then there’s no reason not to 
fill it up. Photocopy a few more worksheets 
and everything should work out fine. 


to Lyle 


Good job, too, of cutting through all the 
slieght-of-hand antics of the teachers about 
how much money your're giving to educa- 
tion. Those guys are more talented at bam- 
boozling us than a magician at the circus. 
The bottom line is that if school boards are 
running deficits they’re incompetent. You 
can’t spend more than you have coming in, 
so you've got to cut to make the ends meet. 
That’s how I ran the garage when | was in 
business, that’s how the market works, and 
the educators need to understand that. So, 
no new basketballs this year or cut the 
music program. Or get the parent council to 
apply for a casino. It just takes a little cre- 
ative thinking and less mamby pamby and 
whining and it all works. 

So they say we’ve got the highest pupil- 
teacher ratios in Canada, but in the end 
the difference is a few tenths of a student 
per teacher between us and the next 
province. It’s playing with numbers to make 
us feel bad. So what if the per student 
instructional grants haven’t kept up with 
the consumer price increases for the last 
ten years? The only way to hold inflation 
down is if someone says “No increases here” 
and since the schools aren’t doing anything 
to generate money they are a good place to 
hold the spending, too. We’re supposed to 
feel badly that our funding as a percentage 
of gross domestic product is the worst in 
Canada? Teachers and kids still have a 
pretty soft deal now compared to when I 
was going to school and we got one ink nib 
a week for our pens and had to make sure 
it lasted. 

Lyle, ’m darn glad you survived that 
nomination challenge down in Brooks. We 
need you looking after our schools if there’s 
going to be any discipline there. You make 
sure we get our money’s worth out of those 
teachers and Il be happy with you. I’ve 
never cared for teachers since that time I 
got strapped for pushing Judy off the 
swings (or so she said) back in grade 
school. Someone needs to show them who’s 
boss. 

I had a few thoughts about university 
and college students too and their com- 
plaints about living in the real world where 
you take out a loan for things you want, 
like say an education, and you pay it back, 
and their idea they should get a free ride 
while they prepare themselves to earn big 
bucks later. But I’m out of room so that will 
have to wait for anther time. 


Sincerely standing up for the 3Rs, 


Ted White 


By Pedro Schultz 
Pedro has been a street pastor working in 


called "drag" area, for over 10 years. I 
value the acceptance and trust so many 
people have given me. 

I took some big risks over the years, 
mostly in driving more than 100 drug addicts 
or streetwalkers home, and/or letting them 
sleep at my place for a few hours or the 
night. Any one of those people could have 
accused me of sexual or physical abuse and 
even it I got acquitted, some people would 
have believed I was guilty, while others would 
have said, "It's your own fault. You took 
some stupid risks." Instead of this a trust 
relationship usually started because I didn't 
ask for anything in return, especially sexual- 
ly. Most of the women had not experienced 
that very often. Of course this provided a 
great opportunity for gossip, but it is worth it 


[= enjoyed living in the inner city, the so- 


the inner city for 15 years. 


for me. 


I have experienced that there is only 


one safe place to be - doing God's will in His 
time and way by His power. That doesn't 
mean that nothing bad can happen to me, 
but since He has accepted me as one of His 


children, He loves me and has my best inter- 


est at heart. 


In Matthew 6:33 Jesus tells us that if 


we put God's kingdom first in our lives, He 
will take care of our needs - not our wants, 
but our need. I have experienced that I can 


always trust God. I urge people to trust Him, 
not me. I'm definitely not perfect, but God is. 


That is my greatest joy: helping others to 
trust God. He has never let me down. He 
appreciates our trusting Him, especially 


when we don't understand what He is doing. 


Cover Story 


From Bible School to Welfare 





When Pedro Schultz took a year off to 
attend Bible school, he never anticipated 
returning to find himself unemployed and on 
welfare. Schultz had been a volunteer street 
pastor with Christ Love Ministry for twelve 
years and lived in the Innercity Mission for 
four years. Since many of the people he met 
through the ministry are Aboriginal, he want- 
ed to learn more about Native ministry, so he 
left his employment as a licensed practical 
nurse to study at Key Way Tin Bible College 
in Lac La Bische. 

Key Way Tin Bible College started as a 
strictly Native Bible college but they now 
accept other people as well. It costs $575 per 
month to attend college: this pays for tuition, 
board and room. 

Schultz graduated in May after only one 
year of study. Usually the course takes three 
years, but he was able to finish in one year 
because he had previously attended other 
Bible colleges. 

Back in Edmonton, Schultz stayed at the 
Herb Jamieson men's shelter for two weeks 
while looking for work. Unable to find a job, 
he then applied for welfare and was initially 
turned down as single and employable. When 
he went to see his physician for a check-up, 
his doctor thought he shouldn't be working 
due to a medical condition. When he went 
back to the welfare office with a doctor's 
note, he was then successful in obtaining 
welfare. They gave him a cheque for $320 
not even enough to pay his rent on an apart- 
ment he found in the inner city. (His apart- 
ment costs $500 a month with utilities. He 
borrowed money to place an ad for a room- 
mate but has not yet found one.) 

"They gave me a list of all the free food 
places and the temporary employment agen- 
cies,’ he said. He manages to buy a few gro- 
ceries on credit, mainly fruit to top up his 
soup kitchen diet. 

Schultz is a member of the First Nations 
Alliance Church and attends the Salvation 
Army Church at 117th Avenue and 95 Street 
every Sunday evening where the services are 
attended by a number of ex-alcoholics and 
drug addicts. "They have a really lively wor- 
ship service with a band. There are more 
younger people," he said. 

Schultz wants to concentrate on working 
with young children and dysfunctional fami- 
lies. 

"There's a greater potential when you 
work with children so they don't become like 
the adults I've worked with." He said. "But I 
still go to the York Hotel, the Bissell Centre 
and The Mustard Seed regularly to see my 
street family and friends. 

By Linda Dumont 
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spent the night sleeping out behind a 

building with a group of homeless people, 

and confirmed what I already knew - 
being homeless goes much deeper than just 
having nowhere to live. Dennis Lakusta, one 
of the musicians who will be performing at 
this year's Homefest, compared homelessness 
to an iceberg - only one tenth of the problem 
is visible. 

"If you were to take that homeless person 
and talk to them for an hour you would find 
the other nine-tenth of the iceberg. You 
would find out what happened from right 
back in the womb. We need to have a way to 
look through people's lives to see what 
caused them to be that way.” 

What he said is true. 

A few weeks ago, I decided to spend time 
with a group of homeless people to better 
understand what life is like on the street. I 
met Brenda and Ron outside the Lighthouse 
Mission where they were waiting for the 
preacher to wind up so they could get some- 
thing to eat. Brenda had a shopping cart 
loaded with bedding, empty bottles and a 
couple of coats. 

After a supper of soup and sandwiches, 
Glen joined us and the three of them counted 
out their change to 'make the price’ for a bot- 
tle. While the men made a run to the liquor 
store, Brenda pushed the cart down the back 
alley to behind a house where we were going 
to sleep that night. 

"They don't mind if we sleep here," she 
said as we entered a sheltered cement floored 
area at the back of the building. "Some peo- 
ple live upstairs but they don't bother any- 
one." 

Others had obviously used the area, as it 
smelled strongly of human feces. Brenda set 
about tidying up, kicking all the papers, bits 
of cloth and other debris into a corner. It 
looked neater, but the smell was still pretty rank. 
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Nightin an Alley 
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While we waited for the guys to return, 
Brenda remarked that M., another homeless 
woman, was brave enough to sleep there by 
herself. Then she added, "She got lucky 


today. I passed her being screwed right on 
the street." 


I thought about that for a while, but said 
nothing. If you are homeless wherever you 
are is ‘public property’ so? ? Even ‘johns' 
have vehicles and money for hotel rooms. 

Brenda was just beginning to think the 
guys had 'gone south’ on her, when they 
returned bringing along another homeless 
friend, Ed. 

Ed sat down and pulled out a big black 
and red poncho. "My poncho is my house," 
he said. "Anywhere I lay my head on mother 
earth is home. I may be homeless, but I'm 
not hopeless." The poncho was actually the 
covering from one of those large umbrellas 
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Morning-Photo by Glen Dumont 


that shadows a picnic table. 

"We are shadow warriors. They took our 
native brotherhood away, but we still have 
our loyalty," he said, then he told about the 


sexual abuse he was subjected to at the resi- 
dential school. He said he is waiting fora 


settlement from the government. 

Brenda then recalled the residential 
school she attended for five years in 
Saskatchewan. "I was a pow wow dancer. 
The nuns cut my hair. I was ashamed and 
had to wear a cap,” she said. "One day they 
picked me up and I went to my brother's 
funeral. He killed himself. The principal was 
taking him home and raping him." 

The night settled around us as the others 
passed the bottle from hand to hand. At one 
point Brenda pulled up her T-shirt to reveal 
a black bruise three inches in diameter on 
her stomach. "The police hit me with a billy 


club," she said. "I didn't want to get into the 
police car." 

This started Ron talking about his latest 
run-in with the police. "Last Saturday I was 
picking bottles behind a warehouse. They 
knocked me down. | broke my bottle. I have a 
taser burn on my back," he struggled with 
his clothes to show his mark, but gave up. 

Ed pushed the hair back from his fore- 
head to reveal a scar across his forehead 
"from a police stick". 

It was nearly midnight when a group of 
kids walked by up the alley. The youngest 
looked not more than ten or twelve years of 
age. Ron shivered. "You have to watch out for 
the kids," he said. "The kids are really mean." 

"I was sleeping here alone one night, and 
they came over and started kicking me," 
Brenda said. 

The kids, outnumbered, walked on by. 

Brenda made up a place to sleep in the 
corner near the building putting the larger 
quilt underneath. I did the same, but near 
the fresh air. Ed just lay on the cement with 
his poncho over him. 

Intermittently, someone discreetly left the 
group to walk around the corner when 
"nature called". 

The people upstairs started what sounded 
like a noisy party, but eventually I fell asleep. 
I must have slept pretty soundly, because 
when I woke up, Ed looked all cozy on a mat- 
tress he had found during the night and 
dragged over. 

We all got up, rolled up the bedding and 
walked up the street with Brenda pushing 
the shopping cart towards The Rock break- 
fast at St. Peter's Lutheran Church. 

I was going home, but for the others, 
there was no home to go to. 

A few days later, I saw Brenda's warm 
quilt lying in a soggy heap beside a dump- 
ster. It had been soaked through in a recent 
rainfall. I picked it up and draped it over a 
nearby shopping cart so it could be used 
again. 
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4-8PM 
McDougall Unitesel Church : 
10635 . 181 Street, Bdiiontor ab HOMES FOR ALL 


This fall, for the second time, the Edmonton Coalition for Housing and 
Homelessness (ECOHH) will hold a folk music concert to raise money to be 
used to help the homeless. Homefest 2004 will be held November 14 from 
four to eight p.m. at McDugall United Church at 10025 101 Street. The con- 
cert will feature a children's activity centre, a workshop stage and an 
acoustic song circle as well as the main stage. 

Proceeds from this year's concert will support housing projects in 
Edmonton and a project in Africa. Last year's concert raised $6,000 for the 
local Winter Emergency Fund. It sold out with 600 people attending. This 
year ECOHH expects more than 1,000 people to attend. 

Special buttons for admission are available for $5 at Bella Music (14213 
Stony Plain road), Earth's General Store (10832 Whyte Avenue), Myhre's 
Music (8715-118 Avenue), the Callingwood Second Cup (6825 177 Street) 
and the Second Cup at the downtown library. Children under six attend free. 


For more information, contact Jim Gurnett at 423-9675 
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Brenda Redstar and Ron Lewis 





Happy Camper Glen Dumont | 
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Remand Centre, then transferred to the Fort Saskatchewan Correctional Centre. This was his first 


N= From the Inside were sent to Edmonton Street News by an inmate who was detained at the 


offense, and he kept a journal while he was incarcerated. Because he had no money to buy a note- 


book, all of his writing was done in very small handwriting on the "Request for Interview" sheets provided 


by the correctional services. These sheets have a holes punched along the top, a white top sheet and a pink 


sheet underneath. He also sent a schedule of activities and the monthly menu. 


Meals 


Three meals per day at 8:00 to 8:15 a.m./ 12:15 to 12:30 / 5:15 to 5:30 depending on han- 
dlers affects when (time) and how (top tier or bottom tier first or both at the same time.) 
Same for returning trays - sometimes only ten minutes given to finish food so inhaling skills 
most helpful. Coffee (third round ground grinds) served only in a.m.. Only small % cup size 
institution cups allowed, except when tea is served for lunch or dinner, then large 
Styrofoam Mr. Noodles soup cups allowed if you have canteen money to buy them. 


Food Week One 


Breakfast 

toast and cereal 
waffles and eggs 
toast and oatmeal 
toast and cereal 
toast and oatmeal 
(brunch)toast and scrambled eggs 
(brunch)pancake and ham 


Monday: 
Tuesday: 
Wednesday: 
Thursday: 
Friday: 
Saturday: 
Sunday: 


Eating procedural process 

8:30 a.m. - called for breakfast tier by 
tier (24 per tier). Once the top tier is finished 
picking up tray and back in their house, bottom 
tier doors are unlocked and proceed to pick up 
breakfast. 

Upon leaving house, proceed to juice, 
milk and coffee station to pick up some. (only 
small institutional mugs allowed for coffee - no 
larger Styrofoam cups allowed. 

; Next stop is food tray pick-up station 
where guard hands out the same. 

Return to house to inhale food for ten 
minutes (locked in) before loud speaker 
announces return of trays is required. It is wise 
to have utilized your ten minutes to create egg 





May 20 

The shrinking mint moved (bathroom 
deodorant). Hallelujah. There's hope yet. 

I'm reading three books simultaneously, 
not due to an over abundance of intelligence 
but rather to break up the monotonous bore- 
dom. For a break I checked out tonight's 
movie in the upstairs TV room and sports on 
the downstairs TV room. The younger crowd 
is loudly yakking about mindless dick-all so 
those interested in the movie have the set 
cranked to a high decibel level to compen- 
sate. Nothing worth watching on sports so I 
gander at the Sun newspaper. As usual it 
disappears each morning upon arrival and 
appears the next morning. It's a first come 
first serve honour system. If you take the 
time during the day to track it down that 
doesn't mean you are next in line to read it. 
It requires you track down the "Can I read it 
next?" line until you receive your "Sure, no 
problem." response. 

No pictures of the Sunshine Girl are 
allowed to be posted up in any of the houses. 
Too bad. She never read the rules. The tooth- 
paste makes great glue to paste up pictures. 
She has gone Adios Amigo by the second or 
third reader leaving a cut out hole in the 
paper for one's imagination to cover over. 


May 21 


The day starts out like a repeat of yester- 


Lunch 

pizza and celery 
roast beef sandwich 
cold plate 
hamburger 

sub sandwich 
















Dinner 

roast chicken and pineapple 
spaghetti and yogurt 

fish and applesauce 

steak and ice cream 
shepherd's pie and square 
pirogies and sausage 

turkey and pineapple 





and hashbrown sandwiches. Saving a portion of 
your milk in a Mr. Noodles cup is optional 
(institution cup much be returned) to utilize as 
creamer for tea or coffee. 

As cups and trays are returned, 
attempts to refill coffee cups are made providing 
there is any left. 

Upon returning to house, beds are to be 
made, floors swept and washed. If you are 
unable to obtain a broom or mop after returning 
your tray, you wait until one or the other is 
available. 
. Now it's time for TV, scrabble, cards, and 
checkers games to begin. 

Lock-up occurs during shift change one to 
one and a half hours before lunch and supper. 


day but this time I manage to snare the Sun 
as next up in line. As I'm peeking through it 
five or six guys offer to help me find the elu- 
sive Sunshine Girl. Thanks but no thanks. 
Upon reaching the hotter than wow page my 
internal thoughts talk to me saying, "So 
that's what a Sunshine Girl looks like. It's 
been so long since I've seen one I've begun to 
think she was a figment of my imagination. 

Having satisfied my six helping elves I 
scan the headlines. Suddenly a snarly voice 
says, "Where's my Sun Paper?" It was King 
Kong the self-proclaimed king of the unit. To 
occupy this position you require pen back- 
ground and a self-serving so-called expertise 
on all aspects of life. Brains are optional. My 
scanning time was expired. No problem. I can 
read today's headlines tomorrow less the 
Sunshine Girl. 

Breakfast flies by as my sludgy porridge 
was traded as a portion of a three-smoke 
debt and I gulped my grapefruit juice to 
accommodate my second cup of coffee, as 
this is the only offering of java juice we 
receive. I fix my two pieces of peanut butter 
and jam toast sandwich to take to the units 
as it will be part of my lunch since the grilled 
cheese lunch sandwich was part of the three 
smoke deal. I sip my coffee and people watch 
my surroundings. 

The only sight I see is the guard search- 
ing a fellow customer. True to form this is 


Request Forms 


Request forms are written out on a white 
sheet with a pink sheet underneath (prison- 
er's copy). You must mark in the box who 
you want to send the request to : director, 
deputy director, deputy director/ programs 
director, caseworker, health care, recreation, 
chaplain, Native counsellor, psychologist, 


legal aid, parole officer or probation officer or 
other. 


Request May 7, addressed to Health Care 
To be placed on special diet (high protein) 
as my blood was indicating as per doctor R. 
at the Boyle McCauley Health Centre. 


Reply 

We do not provide "special High Protein" 
diets at Edmonton Remand Centre. 

You are already receiving a 2,400 calorie 
balanced diet. 


Request May 6, addressed to Health Care 
Request for Selsun Blue Dandruff Shampoo 
to be refilled as prescription change from 
psychiatrist leaves skin dry and flaky, so 
much so that Head and Shoulders wants to 
hire me for the "Before" part in a commer- 
cial. Also Band-Aids for a blister on my heel 
from too large sized runners. 

Thank you. D__ 


Reply 
Seen in H.C.U. Bandages given. 


Request May 15, addressed to Laundry 
Would it be possible to replace these run- 
ners with a pair that has a higher back? 
This pair that I have now have created a 
blister on the back of my left ankle causing 
it to bleed and not allowing it to heal. Any 


pair higher in back and more padded would 
be greatly appreciated. Thanks. D 


Comments and Action taken 
Done 





conducted under the scrutiny and in the 
presence of a female guard who is young 
enough to be his daughter. As the search 
approaches its conclusion, the guard's walky- 
talky screams out another emergency for the 
fearless fighter's attention. In fact it is so loud 
that the dining room chatter volume is turned 
down. He goes walking authoritatively to the 
exit door. I glance out the window as he 
emerges outside. Once outside, out of sight of 
his audience, the belly gut returns to its nor- 
mal position over the belt and shading the 
shoes while the throttle is retarded, slowing 
his gait. His destination, the sidewalk cross 
intersection and the surveillance van. 
Judging by his posture beside the van he 
probably relayed a message to the driver that 
it is almost his lunchtime. Mission accom- 
plished. 

Returning to the unit with my sandwich 
quisine, I proceed to read. 

Lunch goes faster than breakfast due to 
the absence of the bartered grilled cheese, no 
coffee but light coloured tea, no milk but 
powdered whitener. All that's left is a small 
glass of juice and the remains of chopped up 
rabbit feed for a small rabbit. Not considering 
the barter system, I'd like to know what the 
1,200-calorie dietitian or cook ate for lunch. 


To be continued. 
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Letters: community League Letter 


Edmonton Street News welcomes letters and 
coments concerning local social issues. We 
reserve the right to edit for length... 


September 7/2004 
To Whom It May Concern: 


Over the past several weeks, the Member 
of Parliament for Edmonton Centre-East has 
made several critical and defamatory state- 
ments about the involvement of community 
groups in the negotiation of a new affordable 
housing project to be located on 8930-118th 
Avenue. These statements have been fraught 
with blatant inaccuracies. 

The first inaccuracy pertains to the repre- 
sentation of community groups in the negoti- 
ation process. According to Mr. Goldring, the 
proposed development was the result of an 
undemocratic process involving a single com- 
munity organisation. Contrary to Mr. 
Goldring's assertions, a number of communi- 
ty groups were involved in the negotiations 
pertaining to the Nova Development. During 
the period of April 2004 to July 2004 repre- 
sentatives from community organizations 
including the Alberta Avenue Community 
League, the Eastwood Community League, 
the Alberta Avenue Business Association and 
the Community Action Project met with rep- 
resentatives from Nova Builders and Alberta 
Seniors to negotiate the design, usage and 
management of the building. These meetings 
were preceded by consultation and planning 
sessions involving the four community organ- 
izations which collectively represent around 
10,000 residents in the Alberta Avenue, 
Eastwood and Norwood area. 

The two Community Leagues—Alberta 
Avenue and Eastwood—played the primary 
roles in initiating and undertaking the nego- 
tiation process. In doing so, they fulfilled 
-their mandate of improving the neighbour- 


hoods by representing the interests of citi- 
zens in decisions that impact the future of 
their communities. 

Despite the fact that these negotiations 
took place over a four-month period, Mr. 
Goldring made no effort to meet with the 
Community Leagues to get a sense of the 
communities’ interests in this development or 
to discuss his concerns over the proposed 
project. Rather, Mr. Goldring appeared, unin- 
vited, at the last negotiation meeting and 
served no role in encouraging the 
Community Leagues and the developer to 
work together. 

The second piece of misinformation con- 
cerns the allegation that the community 
groups were responsible for the abolishment 
of "27 affordable bachelor units." Contrary to 
the statements made by Mr. Goldring, at no 
point in the negotiation process was there 
any mention of 27 bachelor units. In fact, 


when the Community Leagues first received 
the site plans from the developer on April 
23/2004, the plans proposed three (3) bache- 
lor suites with a remaining mix of one and 
two-bedroom suites. The initial plans also 
proposed that the building be a mix of "ware- 
house storage and apartment units" with a 
large parking lot at the front of the building 
along 118th Avenue. 

It is because of the efforts of the 
Community Leagues that the proposed devel- 
opment reflects the needs and interests of 
the community. The Community Leagues 
negotiated key items pertaining to the design 
and usage of the building. These included: 


— Converting the proposed warehouse space 
into commercial space to encourage the eco- 
nomic revitalisation of 118th Avenue; 


— Moving the parking space to the back of 
the development so that the building 

will be situated at street level to match the 
existing facades on the avenue; and 


— Negotiating the occupancy of the building 
to better reflect the demographic profile of 
the community. This includes providing 
much needed housing for new immigrants 
and senior citizens. 


Before Mr. Goldring accuses community 
groups of being discriminatory he should 
suspend his judgement and ensure he has 
accurate information. He should also consid- 
er the important roles these groups play in 
his constituency to promote a healthy 
democracy. In the future, perhaps Mr. 
Goldring will consider consulting with com- 
munity groups, such as Community Leagues, 
before he undertakes to blindly defame these 
organisations and their work. 


Sincerely, ~ 


Jacquelyn Vandenborn, 
President, 
Alberta Avenue Community League 


Sue Evenson, 
President, 
Eastwood Community League 


Editorial Comment:lf any of our readers 
know at what point in the planning process 
the 27 proposed single person units in this 
project were revised to 3 we would interested 
in having you write to us. 


Edmonton Directly Observed Therapy for Highly Active Antiretroviral Therapy Project 


ne of the two houses where HIV posi- 
QO homeless people receive treatment 

has been closed and the remaining 
house is operating on a shoestring budget. 
DOT for HAART received initial funding from 
the government as an experimental program 
to reach people who are difficult to treat 
because of their living conditions, lack of sta- 
bility and lack of money. 

DOT for HAART provided a warm home- 
like atmosphere in two older homes in the 
inner city communities of Boyle Street and 
McCauley, The clients were given a monthly 
bus pass plus three dollars a day as an 
incentive to come for treatment. They 
received their daily prescription medication 
at the houses, were provided with a noon 
meal and lunch, and had supportive staff in 
the drop-in. Clients were also taught how to 


prevent transmission of the disease. 

Doctor Peter Aki from the Boyle McCauley 
Health Centre, who was instrumental in set- 
ting up the DOT for HAART program, saw 
education and regular medication as very 
important in preventing the transmission of 
the disease. He said that although the pro- 
gram was expensive to run, this aspect alone 
saved the government more money than they 
were spending on the program since every 
new case of HIV/AIDS costs hundreds of 
thousands of dollars for treatment during the 
duration of the person's life. But even though 
the program won a Laurel Award in 
September 2002 for its innovative approach 
to treatment of HIV, government funding was 
not continued beyond the three years as a 
pilot program. 

The houses were facing complete closure 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonten East 


Affordable Housing: Why Aren't Those Who 
Are Most In Need Being Helped 


Over the past four years, over $2 billion has been 
spent by the federal government to help Canada's 
homeless single persons. Yet our homeless shelters 
remain overcrowded. Why? 


One answer to the question has recently been pro- 
vided in Edmonton. A new major housing project on 
118 Avenue received $5,250,000 in Federal and 
Provincial grants, rather than repayable loans, 
because the project was considered to be socially wor- 
thy, providing housing for lower income people, partic- 
ularly single persons. 27 of the 105 units were to be 
bachelor apartments, renting very affordably for $295 
per month. All seemed well until a group of community 
activists, the Community Action Project, demanded 
changes to the project. The CAP people supposedly 
representing the Edmonton's most needy-demanded 
that all of the bachelor units be eliminated and were 
able to hold up the granting of a building permit by the 
city. You would think that the City of Edmonton would 
respect the terms under which the federal and provin- | 
cial grants were originally made. Think again. The 
builder forced to do what CAP wanted, removed the 27 
affordable bachelor units at $295 per month and added 
the demanded upscale 1 bedroom plus den apart- 
ments renting for $540.00 per month, and received his 
building permit. 


The project will now mostly contain upscale one bed- 
room plus den and two bedroom units but absolutely 
no bachelor single apartments. $295 per month for a 
bachelor apartment is affordable for those on AISH, 
students, those earning minimum wage and on small 
pensions, while $540.00 per month is not. 


How can we help the lower income single person 
attain affordable housing when the Feds, the Provinces 
and the community shamefully use the single person 
as the pawns to extract billions of homeless funding 
then discriminate against the single person living 
amongst them? What is your view? 


495-3261 


www.petergoldring.ca 





Advertisement 





when Gerry Predy, from Capital Health, 
announced that Capital Health was giving 
$100,000 to fund the program. He said, 'The 
funding at this point is not what is needed in 
the long run, but it will, at least, allow us to 
carry on for now and get a better assessment 
of what is needed in the long term." 

M, an HIV positive client of DOT for 
HAART, said, "People are going to be dying 
because of this. The incentives have been 
cut. There are no more bus passes so people 
coming from the west end or the south side 
are no longer coming for their medication. 
There are no lunches for clients to take 
home, and the noon meal is not as good.” 


By Linda Dumont 
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Edmonton Street News is 
happy to showcase the work _ 
of talented individuals in our 
midst. Quin Nniuq has gener- 
ously shared some of his 
images with us and we will 

be featuring them in forth- 
coming ESN issues. | 


Edmonton Street News Vendor Eric Janvier 


Inner city garden is dedicated to the memory of women who have died in street prostitution — 


any women have died -in Edmonton, 

in Vancouver, in Canada, in fact, 

around the world-through street 
prostitution. Unless there is another death, 
or another startling revelation, the victims 
are overlooked and forgotten, except perhaps 
by family and close friends. And even for 
those who remember, there may be few 
mementos and reminders to help keep mem- 
ories alive. Now, thanks to the work and gen- 
erosity of members and friends of 
Prostitution Awareness and Action 
Foundation of Edmonton (PAAFE), Edmonton 
has a tangible memorial to mark the lives 
and passing of those who have died and to 
provide space for public and private remem- 
brance. 

A memorial garden was dedicated on 
August 13, 2004, just in time for PAAFE's 
fifth annual ceremony of remembrance for 
murdered victims of street prostitution, on 
August 14. It is one of Edmonton's smallest 
parks, and one of the least prominent. But it 
is there for those who need it and know, or 
will learn, how to find it. 

According to Kate Quinn, PAAFE's execu- 
tive director, the memorial garden was two 
years in the making. "Two years ago when 
women in Edmonton learned about the hor- 
rific murders in Vancouver and the discovery 
at the Port Coquitlam pig farm-the horror 
that there was nothing left of these women 
but their DNA and family memories-one 
woman, Betty Nordin, was moved to say, 
'Why don't we plant tulips in memory of the 
women killed in Vancouver and the women 
who have been murdered in Edmonton. ' 

"We originally thought we would plant 
them in the Boyle Street Community League 
park,” Quinn adds. "but there were chal- 
lenges with that site, and then Edmonton 
City Centre Church Corporation (ECCCC) 
offered us the possibility of developing a gar- 
den at Alex Taylor field. So, then we could go 
from it being just a tulip garden to a full gar- 
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den, and that was quite exciting. " 

The park is located behind Alex Taylor 
School (9321 Jasper Avenue) in an out-of- 
the-way corner on the edge of the river valley 
facing Alex Taylor Road and Riverdale. 

Work began on June 14 and took two 
months. The result is a simple design that 
comprises an undulating, roughly triangular 
mound surrounded by a narrow loop path of 
light grey river gravel, which in turn is sur- 
rounded by a rough circle of lower mounds 
forming a ridge, or a berm. The circle is bro- 
ken by a short path, also covered in river 
gravel that leads to the loop path. Two 
benches, one made of welded and painted 
steel, the other of basalt stone, provide 
spaces to sit and meditate or chat. Single 
examples of native Albertan perennial plants 
and healing herbs have been scattered on the 
central mound and the surrounding berm. 
The mound and the berm are covered with 
chips of cedar bark. The site is small, per- 
haps 35 square metres (400 square fee) but 
surprisingly atmospheric, especially when 
viewed from the inner loop path. 

The park was designed by Ken Bergenser 
of the McCauley district businesses, Shovel 
Works and Zocolo. "I think Ken designed the 
garden so that people could experience it 
however it spoke to them," says Quinn. 
"Some people I've asked say, oh, I kind of see 
mountains. Other people say mountains and 
hills. And they really like the idea of being 
able to walk around the path." 

The plants in the garden were chosen for 
symbolic and practical purposes, says - 
Quinn. "We chose plants that are native to 
Alberta and healing herbs. So we chose wild 
roses and wild cranberries and goldenrod. 
We also chose echinecea and yarrow because 
the are beautiful as well as having healing 
properties. We wanted very hardy plants, so 
they would live through drought and through 
rain." 

During the dedication ceremony on 


August 14 members of the family of one of 
the recent victims of street prostitution in 
Edmonton released butterflies: monarchs 
and painted ladies. Why butterflies? 
"Butterflies have no voice," replies Quinn. 
"They don't make a sound. And it's been the 
experience of many of the women on the 
street that either they haven't discovered 
their voice or nobody listens to them. Also, 
there is a native myth that, if you whisper 
your dreams and hopes to the butterflies, 
they will carry them to the Creator." 

The garden does not include the tulips 
that originally inspired the journey that led 
to the garden's creation. The timing was not 
right, says Quinn. Tulips are planted in the 
fall, and the garden was built in the middle 
of summer. But PAAFE plans to plant tulip 
bulbs in October, so they can bloom next 
spring, when it may also be necessary to 
replace perennials that do not survive the 
winter. Other plants will be added in the 
future. "People will offer to bring things from 
their garden," Quinn says. "A garden is inter- 
active. It's not like it is static. It will grow 
and change." 

And that, Quinn, Betty Nordin and their | 
colleagues hope, will also happen to the 
memories of the women whose lives are 
remembered in the garden. 

By Allan Sheppard 





